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ae “ T certify you, brethren, that the gospel which 

cena : was preached of me, is not after man. For I 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY SAMUEL RHOADS, | ncither received it of man, neither was I taught 
No. 50 North Fourth Street, it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” . . 

PHILADELPHIA. “But when it pleased God, who separated me 


from my mother’s womb, and called me by his 
grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I might 
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in advance, 13 cents per annum in Pennsylvania and 26 ferred not with flesh and blood. The gospel 
cents per annum in other States. here intended, is plainly the immediate revela- 
Gintieeesites | HR OF te Sen of Ged within him, ‘ond aclibte 
an historical nor doctrinal relation of things 
without him. It is against the oppugners of this 
internal essential gospel which is not of man, 
nor by man but by the revelation of Jesus 
Without troubling myself with the unnecessa- | Christ within man, that the apostle twice pro- 
ry pedantry of etymologies, I shall say, we al-| nounces anathema. 
low the word gospel, in an extended sense, may In demonstration of this gospel spirit and 
include both the mystery and the history, the in-| power,* Paul preached, that the faith of his 
ward and the outward process of our Saviour; | hearers might be fixed in this power of God, and 
for the gospel comes not in word only, but also not in the private interpretations of men’s wis- 
iu power, and in the Holy Ghost.* We believe| dom. His fellow-laborers preached under the 
this power of the Holy Ghost to be the internal | influence of the same Divine power, which prick- i} | 
essential part, and the words the exterior, decla-| ed their hearers in their heart ;+ and so must iE 
rative, and occasional expression of it. We ad-| all that ever truly preach the gospel. The apos- 
mit the history metonymically to a share in the| tle declares, he would know, not the speech of 4 
title, but not to engross it; lest the power, wuich | them that are puffed up, but the power. For- 1} 
isin the life and reality of it, should be excluded, | the kingdom of God is not in word but in power.t | 
and people be deceived into a belief that the | This everlasting power is the spirit of the g: spel, i 
gospel essentially consists of nothing but words. | wherein it mainly and most essentially consists ; as ; 
We are far from denying, that Paul, Peter, or| the essentiality of the man doth of the rational 
any other true minister or messenger of Christ, | soul; and the words and matters preached or writ- 
preached the gospel, when, by inspiration, they | ten, are as the body or present outside. 2 Tim. iii. 
preached concerning the historical process of} The apostle describes what kinds of men these Hi 
Christ ; but we cannot allow, that this compre- | would be, who, “having a form of godliness, deny Ha 
hends the whole of the gospel they preached. | the power;” and directs “ from such turn away.” 
For we read in their writings that the gospel is} We read, 2 Cor. iv.3, &c. “If our gospel be 
the power of God unto salvation, and that it| hid, it is hid in them that are lost ;in whom the 
shines as a light in the heart, to give the know-| God of this world hath blinded the minds of 
ledge of the glory of God. The doctrines of| them which@Plieve not, lest the light of the 
| the Gospel are also called the gospel, and preach-| glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of f 
| ing of them is termed preaching the gospel ; but | God, should shine unto them. For we preach 
it is evident, that neither the history nor the | not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and 
doctrines are the essential gospel intended in| ourselves your servants for Jesus’s sake. For 
Gal. i. For, we find, after the apostle had said, | God, who commanded the light to shine out of : 
“If any man preach any other gospel unto you | darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
than that ye have received, let him be ac-| light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
cursed,’*t he shows what he meant by the gospel | the face of Jesus Christ. Here the apostle teaches 
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274 FRIENDS’ 
that the gospel they preached was Christ, 

showing his face or manifesting himself in 

their hearts; and that it was only hid, or 

obseured, in the minds of those who, through 

uubelief therein, or unfaithfulness thereto, 

were become blinded towards it by him who 

is called the God of this world, because he 

is obeyed by those who walk according to the 

course of this world.* 

The prophecy of the gospel-covenant declares 
“T will put my law in their inward parts, and 
write itin their hearts.’ ‘For they shall all 
know me, from the least to the greatest of 
them.” This could not intend the knowledge 
of Christ incarnate ; for that appearance was too 
exterior, and of too short duration. Nor could 
it mean a knowledge of the Scriptures; for a 
man may know them from beginning to end, be- 
lieve them to be true, and frame his practice ac- 
cording to his apprehensions of the sense of 
them, and yet not know the Lord. The Jews 
had the law, the prophets, and the Scriptures ex- 
tant in their time; yet the Almighty, by the 
mouth of the same prophet declares, ‘‘ My peo- 
ple are foolish, they have not known me.’’f 
Nor was it possible they should, without Divine 
assistance ; therefore he saith, ‘‘ I will give them 
“ new heart to know me.”’|| And in Ezekiel, 
a A new heart also will I give you, and a 
new spirit 1 will put within you.”’—* I will 
put my spirit within you.’’§ ‘Thus the true 
knowledge of God is to be received, by the inter- 
nal writings of the Divine word in the heart, | 
which puts the law of light and life within man 
and thereby lighteth every man coming, or that 
cometh into the world. 

To imagine the universal light and life of | 
the immortal Word, is at all meant of the 
Scriptures, is absurd. For it appears to have 
beea at least two thousand four hundred years | 
after the creation, befure any part of the Scrip- 
tures were written ; and the several pieces that 
compose them were occasionally written at| 
divers times, and by different penmen : taking up | 
about sixteen hundred and thirty years more, 
from the publication of the first of them by 
Moses, to the last by John the Divine ; consider- 
ing also, that the abundantly greater part of’ 
mankind in these latter ages, since they have 
appeared in Christendom, have never yet had | 
them; and how many millions therein bave been 
wickedly debarred from the use of them in their | 
own language, by an intereste d designing | 
priesthood; it undeniably appeafs, that a vast | 
majority of mankind never had the benefit of 
them. And, amongst those who are favored with 
them, the variety, and even contrariety of opin- 
ions and practices which have all along subsisted, 
especially among the high pretenders to, and 
possessors of literature, all contribute to demon- 


“Eph. ii.2.  +tJer. xxxi. 33, 34. $f Jer. iv. 22. 
Jer, xxiv. 7. ¢ Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27. 
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strate, that though the sacred records, opened 
by the spiritual key of David, are profitable and 
excellent above all other writings, yet a more 
adequate universal guide than themselves, ever 
hath been, and now is, absolutely necessary to 
the salvation of mankind. 

[To be cuntinued.] 


OLIVER EARLE AND OTHERS vs WILLIAM WOOD 
AND OTHERS. 

In the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts. 

This cause originated from the division in the 
Society of Friends in New England, which com- 
menced in Swanzey Monthly Meeting, in the 
Eighth month, 1844 ; at which time David Shove 
was appointed Clerk of said meeting by one 
party, and Thomas Wilbur, who had for some 
years previously filled that station, was appointed 
Clerk by the other party. Oliver Earle and 
others, the plaintiffs, were appointed Overseers 
of said Monthly Meeting by the furmer party, 
and William Wood and others, the defendants, 
by the latter; and each appointed a set of repre- 
sentatives to Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting, 
of which Swanzey Monthly Meeting was a com- 
ponent and subordinate part. 

By these proceedings there existed two dis- 
tinct and separate organized bodies, each claim- 
ing to be the true and genuine Swanzey Monthly 
Meeting of Friends, as a subordinate and com- 
ponent part of Rhode Island Quarterly and of 
New England Yearly Meeting of Friends ; 
whereas, under the Constitution and Discipline 
of the society, there could exist but one such 
body. 

By a statute of Massachusetts, passed 11th of 
February, 1823, and still in force, it was enacted 
that * The Overseers of each Monthly Meeting 
of the people called Quakers shall be deemed so 
far a body corporate, as to take and hold in suc- 
cession, all grants and donations of personal cs- 
tate made by any person dwelling within the 
territorial bounds of said Monthly Meeting, and 
of all real estate situate within said bounds, made 
or hereafter to be made to the Yearly, Monthly, 
or Preparative Meetings of the Quakers, to said 
Overseers, or to tle use of any of said Meetings, 
or the poor thereof; and to alien or manage the 
same according to the terms and conditions on 
which the same may have been made ; and in the 
name of the said Overseers, for the time being, 
to prosecute or sue for any right that may have 
vested in said Overseers, the poor of said meet- 
ings, or in any of said meetings, in consequence 
of any such grant or donation.” 

The subject of the controversy was a lot of 
land, situated in the town of Fall River, (for- 
merly Troy,) with a meeting house thereon, 
which one Elizabeth S. Danforth, by deed dated 
Seventh month, 1821, for the consideration of 
two hundred and twenty-five dollars, stated to 
be received “of Jonathan Chace, Benjamin 
Slade, and Reuben Chace, for and in behalf of 
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the Monthly Meeting of the people called 
Quakers, known by the name of Swanzey 
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The defendants, William Wood and others, 
by their answer, denied that the plaintiffs were 


Monthly Meeting,” granted and conveyed “ unto | the true and legitimate overseers of said Swanzey 


them, the said Jonathan Chace, Benjamin Slade 
and Reuben Chace, their heirs and assigns, to 
and for the uses, intents and purposes of the 
people called Quakers forever,” &c., habendum 
“unto them, the said Jonathan Chace, Benja- 
min Slade and Reuben Chace, as feoffees, in trust 
for the said people, their heirs and assigns for- 
ever.” 

The deed of conveyance is very informally and 
inartificially drawn ; but under it and by virtue 
of the grant thereby made, each set of Overseers, 
as Overseers of Swanzey Monthly Meeting of 
Friends, claimed equitable title to the premises. 
All the grantees of Elizabeth S. Danforth were 
deceased ; and Thomas Wilbur, as clerk of Swan- 
zey Monthly Meeting, by deed dated 26th of 
August, 1844, had granted the said premises to 
the defendants as overseers. 

In April, 1845, the plaintiffs instituted a suit 
in equity by filing their bill, describing themselves 
and claiming title to the property described, 
as Overseers of the Swanzey Monthly Meeting 
of the people called Quakers. They set out the 
Danforth deeds, and the decease of all the gran- 
tees therein named; and the bill is brought 
against many persons named as the heirs at law 
of the said grantees, and also against William 
Wood, Palmer Chace, Miller Chace, Seneca Lin- 
coln, Philip Tripp, and William Slade, who al- 
lege themselves to be the overseers of Swanzey 
Monthly Meeting; the plaintiffs averring and 
charging that the said Wood and others are not 
the true overseers of Swanzey Monthly Meeting ; 
that their claim is a groundless pretence, and 
that the plaintiffs are the true overseers. And 
the plaintiffs by their said bill prayed the Court, 
as a Court of equity, to declare a Trust respecting 
said lot of ground and meeting house; that the 
same is held by those of the defendants described 
as the heirs of Chace and others, the original 
grantees, in trust for the use, benefit, and accom- 
modation of Swanzey Monthly Meeting ; and to 
order them to make and execute conveyances ac- 
cordingly, in execution of such trust ; to declare 
and decree that said William Wood and others, 
the other defendants in the bill, are not the true, 
legitimate and authorized overseers of said Swan- 
zey Monthly Meeting, but that the said Karle and 
others, the plaintiffs, are the true, legitimate, and 
authorized overseers of the Swanzey Monthly 
Meeting, entitled to all the privileges of that 
character ; that as such they are clothed, by the 
laws of the commonwealth, with corporate powers 
enabling them tu take and hold real estate to 
them and their successors as a corporation; and 
their object was to obtain a decree declaring a 
trust in their favor, vesting the legal estate in 
said lot and meeting house in them and their 
successors, and requiring the defendants to con- 
vey the same to them accordingly. 





Monthly Meeting, but, on the contrary, alleged 
that they themselves were such true and legiti- 
mate overseers, and that either by force of the 
aforesaid deed from Thomas Wilbur, annexed to 
their answer, they were already seized of the 
said estate in fee, in their corporate capacity, to 
hold to them and their successors for the use of 
said Monthly Meeting; or, if the fee and legal 
estate in the premises still remained in the heirs 
of the original grantees, the other defendants in 
the bill, then they admitted that said estate was 
held by such heirs in trust for Swanzey Monthly 
Meeting; but they averred that they were the 
true and authorized overseers of said Swanzey 
Monthly Meeting, and ‘insisted that said trust 
ought to be declared in their favor, and the legal 
estate to be conveyed and released to them ac- 
cordingly, in execution of the said trust. 

Subsequently, in October of the same year, a 
supplemental bill was filed by the plaintiffs, 
which, after reciting the substance of the origi- 
nal bill, states that after it was filed—to wit, in 
June 1845, the Yearly Meeting of Friends for 
New England, was convened at Newport, in the 
State of Rhode Island, pursuant to the usages 
and discipline of that body; that being so as- 
sembled and duly organized, they proceeded to 
consider the conduct and doings of the Swanzcy 
Monthly Meeting, and also of Rhode Island Quar- 
terly Meeting, of which Swanzey Monthly Meet- 
ing was a component part, and the proceedings 
of said Quarterly Meeting; and that the said 
regular Yearly Meeting, upon a review of all the 
proceedings in relation to the regularity of the 
respective bodies, each claiming to be the true 
Monthly Meeting, declared the body of which 
David Shove was clerk, and by whom the plain- 
tiffs were chosen overseers, to be the true Swan- 
zey Monthly Meeting; and that the body of 
which Thomas Wilbur was clerk, and by whom 
the defendants were chosen overseers, was not 
the true and legitimate Swanzey Monthly Meet- 
ing. It also alleges that the said Yearly Meeting 
confirmed and established the doings of the 
said Swanzey Monthly Meeting of which David 
Shove was clerk, and of the Khode Island Quar- 
terly Meeting, of which Buffum was clerk, and 
directed the conveyance of the estate in con- 
troversy to be made to the plaintiffs as such 
true and legitimate overseers. 

The defendants put in an answer to the sup- 
plemental bill, protesting that the Court had no 
jurisdiction, and that the plaintiffs had an ade- 
quate remedy at law. They nevertheless an- 
swer, setting forth and reiterating their former 
answer ; they annex the original deed from E. 8. 
Danforth to Chace and others, and also the sub- 
sequent deed from Thomas Wilbur, as clerk of 
Swanzey Monthly Meeting, to themselves as 
overseers, in trust to hold the said premises for 
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said Monthly Meeting ; they deny that the ban 
of Chace and others, the original grantees, have | 
any estate or interest, legal or equitable, in the 
premises, and that the Court has any jurisdiction | 
to compel those heirs to convey ; and aver that | 
Thomas Wilbur was and is clerk of said meeting; 
that he entered into the trusts in said deed men- 
tioned, and conveyed thesame to them, the defen- 
dants ; and that they claim to hold the same, not 
only by virtue of the deeds of said clerks, but as | 
a body corporate, authorized by the statutes of the 
commonwealth to hold in succession all grants 
and donations of real or personal estate to said 





that the plaintiffs, and those whom they repre- 
sent, have adopted unsound doctrines, advocated 
by Gurney, and are called Gurneyites—whils st 
they and their friends, adhering to the original 
principles and sound doctrines of the Society, are 
called Orthodox Friends. They set forth what 


|the true doctrines are, how they are in effect 


changed by the writings and doings of Gurney, 
and that the Gurneyites have taken unfair and un- 
warrantable means to get their own friends and 
partisans into all places of influence, and to obtain 
an ascendency in the control of the Society; that 


|at the Yearly Meeting they departed from the 


meeting. They admit that certain proceedings! usage and discipline of the Society, in post- 
were had, after the filing of the former bill, before | poning the nomination of a clerk; that the 
a body of Friends calling themselves and their | Orthodox representatives, as in duty bound, 
meeting the Yearly Meeting for New England ; | proceeded to agree upon clerks, and reported 
but they deny that the proceedings are correctly | the same, which being fully united with by 
set forth in the bill, and deny that their title | the sound Friends, they were accordingly ap- 
can be affected by such subsequent proceedings, | pointed, and the usual business was gone through 
and pray that the supplemental bill may be | with; and they set forth the proceedings, and 
dismissed. | thereupon conclude that the Gurneyite party 

They then set forth that the Society of Friends | were the separatists. Finally they insist that the 
are duly organized under a regular form of go-{Gurneyites, under whom the plaintiffs claimed, 
vernment and rules, setting out their organiza-| are separatists from the Society of Friends, do 
tion into Preparative, Monthly, Quarterly, and | not agree in the fundamental doctrines of the 
Yearly Meetings, accountable and subordinate ; | Society, and are opposed to its order and disci- 
that the Monthly Meetings annually choose over- | pline, and especially that the Monthly Meeting of 
seers, who hold their offices until others are| which David Shove pretends to be the clerk are 
chosen and appeinted; thatthe Yearly | separatists, and have the 





Meeting seceded from true 


appointed a Meeting for Sufferings to take engni- Swanzey Monthly Meeting of which Thomas Wil- 
zance of any grievances in the intervals between | bur was clerk, and have no legal existence, and 


Yearly Meetings, and to counsel and 


assist as | have no right to hold the said lot, or to choose 
best wisdom may direct ; 


they state how Quar- lor appoint overseers for that purpose; but con- 
terly and Yearly Meetings are composed, and set | trarywise, claim that they are the true overseers, 
forth their mode of deciding deliberative ques- | | and entitled to hold the said estate. 

tions—not by a majority, but by the solid sense Subsequent to the filing of the bills and an- 
of the Meeting, to be collected, declare d, and | swers, much testimony was taken, under commis- 
minuted by the clerk, who is the presiding offi- | sions issued out of the Court, by both partics ; 
cer; they set forth at large the usual mode of | which with other matters was filed, as exhibits in 
proceeding ; and allege that the defendants are | the cause. 

the true overseers, and that the plaintiffs have} The case was argued »t Boston, in January, 
no claim or color to be overseers, except by the | 1852, by R. Choate and O. P. Lord, for the 
choice ofa schism and of separatists ; and they | plaintiffs, and by G. Wood, of New York, and 
set forth the proceedings of the Monthly Meet- T. D. Eliot, for the defendants, before Shar, 

ing of which Thomas Wilbur was clerk, and of | Chief Justice, and Dewey, Mete alfand Fletcher, 

the Quarterly Meeting of which W iibor was | Justices of the said Court. Short ly after the 
clerk and Perry assistant, as true meetings in | case had been argued, the opinion of the Court, 

unity with the Yearly Meeting; they deny that | upon the several points raised by the bills and 
the said Swanzey Monthly Meeting j is shown not | answers, was delivered by Shaw, C. J., and is 
to be in unity with, but disowned by the Yearly | now recently first published and reported in 8th 
Meeting of New Engl: und. But they further an- | Cushing’s Reports, page 430. 

swer that they do not admit the proceedings set} The first question raised is upon the deed from 
forth in the supplemental bill to be the proceed- Elizabeth 8. Danforth, upon which both parties 
ings of the truc, legitimate, and legal Yearly | relied as the ground-work of their respective 
Mecting, but th: at they were proceedings of | claims of title, and which is denominated by the 
separatists from said Meetin: g, and aver that | ¢ vourt, “‘an extraordinary document, upon which 
the proceedings of the true meetings, Month- | it is extre mely difficult to put any satisfactory 
ly, Quarterly and Yearly, are those set forth | constvastion, according to the rules of law appli- 
in true copies of minutes annexed. They ad-/| cable to conveyances.” But after examining its 
mit a want of love and unity in the So-| | peculiarities s, and the several constructions which 
ciety, and attribute it to a difference of re-| had been suggested, and also of the powers and 
ligious tenets and doctrinal sentiments, and aver ! jurisdiction of the Court asa Court of Equity 
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over gifts and grants in trust fur charitable uses, 
a conclusion is arrived at, and they say: 

“The Court are of opinion, that the instru- 
ment in question did constitute a good and va- | 
lid conveyance to the original grantees, as trustees 
for a charitable use, proper to be sustained and 
carried into execution ; that the legal estate vest- 
edin the heirs at law, subject to such trust; 
and that this Court, as a Court of Equity, has 
cognizance of the subject matter of this suit to 
hear and decide between the parties.” 

They then proceed to an examination of the | 
question, whether this deed, as a conveyance to 


the grantees therein named and their heirs, to | 


hold in trust, under the then statutes, consti- | 
tuted them joint tenants, or tenants in common ; 
and in conclusion they say, ‘ We are of opinion 
the grantees took an estate in common, which 
descended to all their heirs.”’ 

The next inquiry is, who are the beneficiaries 
competent to claim the performance of the trusts? 
And after reviewing the law as to trusts for vo- 


luntary unincorporated associations, and the me- | 


thods of ascertaining the beneficiaries, the Court | 
say : 

“The conveyance thus made by the Danforth 
deed, being to persons capable of taking and 
holding real estate, in trust for persons not ca- 
pable, “the question is upon the terms of the 
deed, who these latter persons were. We think 


it plain that they were the persuns constituting | 
the Swanzey Monthly Meeting of the people 
And in opposition to constru- | 


called Quake wn” 
ing the trusts of the deed general, and for the 
Society at large, as was suggested in the argu- 
meat, they say: “ We are “of opinion that the 
trusts in this deed, although in two or three 
places they may seem to be for Friends generally, 
yet, construed as a whole, were for those Friends | 
residing within the local limits of Swauzey 
Monthly Meeting as then constituted.” 

The statute of 11th February, 1823, is then 
brought in view, and its provisions commented 
upon and explained; and in relation to it, and the | 
rights of the parties under and by virtue of its 
provisions, they say: 

“ Assuming then,—as from the foregoing view 
of the law we think it must be assumed,—that 
the overseers of the Swanzey Monthly Meeting 
of the people called Quakers are entitled by right 
to demand and require a conveyance to them of 
the estate in question, we are brought to the 
question, whether Oliver Earle and his associates, 
the plaintiffs, constitute the board of overseers ; 
or whether William Wood and his associates, 
part of the defendants, hold that relation, and 
entitle themselves to the conveyance.” 

And also, “‘ From the view of the law, which 
has thus been taken, it is entirely manifest that 
there can be but one regular, legitimate and legal 
Monthly Meeting, and but one authorized set of 
overseers. It is a question of property, and the 
nature of property consists mainly in the right 





of control and the power of disposing of any 
estate, real or personal. There cannot be two ad- 
verse owners of the same thing at the same time ; 
the disposing power and dominion of one pro- 
prietor is conclusive against the same in another. 
However plausible, therefore, may be the grounds 
of claim of title on each side,—however minute 
the line of distinction between them, and however 
great the difficulty of discovering it,—we know 
‘there is such a line, and it must govern in de- 
,ciding the question ; and pronouncing in favor of 
one, is necessarily pronouticing against the other.” 
Some remarks are next made in regard tolaws 
which give corporate powers to certain officers or 
| functionaries, whether of corporations, voluntary 
| associations, or religious bodies or communities ; 
and the modes of ascertaining and proving the 
identity of unincorporated associations or bodies, 
| and their designated officers, aresuggested. They 
say: “ When the right is claimed by officers of 
a religious society not incorporated, the right 
'may be proved by the fact of association; and 
the election uf such officers, according to the 
rules and usages of such associations, may be 
| proved, like other facts, by documents and by 
| testimony. This is eminently true of the Society 
of Friends, who, it is believed, neither in their 
smaller or local divisions, nor in their larger 
| character as a denomination of Christians, have 
ever been constituted a corporation by law.” 
Some further remarks are made upon the pecu- 
liar mode of Friends in acting and deciding in 
aggregate bodies upon questions before them, 
and the difficulty said tobe seen and felt through- 
out the controversy, arising from that peculiarity, 
is adverted to. They then proceed: 

“ But the Legislature have declared, that over- 
| Seers of Monthly Meetings of Quakers, for the 

time being, shall be corporations, and take and 

hold property in sucecssien; it assumes, there- 

fore, that such overseers may be appointed or 
chosen, and may be superseded by others, and of 
| course, that these facts, like all other facts upon 
which rights of property depend, are capable of 
judicial proof by competent and appropriate evi- 
dence; of course it is the proper province of 
courts of justice, in order to the adjustment of 
such rights, to investigate and ascertain these 
facts, by the best evidence which the nature of 
the case affords, whether entirely satisfactory or 
otherwise. 

“Before coming directly to the evidence, it 
seems necessary to inquire what is the true test 
or standard to decide which is the true Monthly 
Meeting and who are the true overseers. 

‘Several things are conceded, or so proved 
as not to admit of doubt. Regarding the So- 
ciety of Friends as a religious body and an ee- 
clesiastical organization, there is a very regular 
order and system of action, management and 
government, and a regular subordination of the 
inferior to the superior. They are divided into 
Preparative, Monthly, Quarterly and Yearly 
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Meetings. The Preparative Meetings, i i ais 
believed, are designed mainly to facilitate. the 


attendance on meetings for worship, within | 
the limits of a large ‘Monthly Meeting. But 
the main business, disciplinary and adminis- 
trative, is done in Monthly Meetings. Each 
Monthly Meeting is subordinate to a Quar- 
terly Meeting, composed of several Monthly 
Meetings, and the Monthly and Quarte rly Meet- | 
ings are subordinate to the Yearly Meeting for 
New England, which includes the whole terri- 
tory of New England, excepting Vermont and | 
that part of Massachusetts west of Connecticut 
River. Each Yearly Meeting is independent of 
all others, and different Yearly Meetings have | 
no other connection than that which results from 
Christian fellowship and courtesy. 
“TItis also admitted that the rules of disci- | 
pline, as altered and amended from time to time, | 
are referred to the Committee of Sufferings by 
the Yearly Meeting for New England, superted | 
to and approved and adopted by chem, and are} 
of high and unquestionable authority, throughout 
the limits of this Yearly Meeting. The C ‘ommit- | 
tee of Sufferings is actually a committee of the | 
Yearly Meeting, having a general supervising | 
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happy fact, that there are two conflicting bodies, 
each claiming to be the regular R hode Is land 
Quarterly Meeting, to which Sw anzey Monthly 
Meeting belongs, with its regular officers, and 


also two distinet and conflicting bodies, each 
claiming to be the true and legitimate Yearly 


Meeting for New England, duly organized and 
conducted according to the discipline and usages 
of the society. Each, therefore, claims to be 
approved, sanctioned and confirme d by the supe- 
rior meetings, to which its own is admitted to 
owe subordination. 

“We are thus necessarily driven to the in- 
| quiry, which of these conflicting organizations are 
the true and legitimate successors, or, to speak 
more accurately, ‘which of the two Y early Meet- 
ings for New England, the two Rhode Island 
Quarte rly Meetings, and the two Swanzey 
Monthly Meetings, are the actual, identical and 
real Yearly, Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of 
the Society of Friends of those respective desig- 
nations, and have continued so in one unbroken 
line, from a period anterior to this controversy, 
to the time of the commencement of this suit. 
The one must be so; when this is shown, it will 
also be shown that the other is not so. By what 


and advisory jurisdiction in the intervals of| test shall this question of identity and continuity 


Yearly Meetings, and occasionally charged with 
special additional duties. The different Yearly | 
Meetings in America and England keep up a 
friendly and fraternal communication with each 
other, by means of epistles, visits and liberating 
certificates, or general letters of recommendation, 
from one to another; but there is no subordina- 
tion acknowledged of any one to another, or to 
all the others. 


be determined? 

“At one stage of this controversy, it seemed 
to be supposed. that it would depend mainly upon 
soundness of faith, an adherence to or dissent 
from speculative theological opinions and belief, 
and much evidence was taken upon that subject, 
and it was alluded to, in the learned arguments 
addressed to us. 

“Tt would seem to be inconsistent with the 


“From this view of the constitution, organiza-' nature and principles of the Quaker system, as 


tion and acknowledged usages of the Quaker | 
body, it appears that the Yearly Meeting has a: 
final and controlling jurisdiction i in all matters of 
faith and religious duty, of administration and 
discipline, as well as of manners and conduct, of 


all Quakers within its limits. It is final and 





far as it is disclosed in the case before us, to be 
! bound down, as a body, as a Christian denomi- 
nation, to a precise and unbending rule in mat- 
ters of speculative opinion. They profess to be- 
lieve in the continued influence and presence of 
the Holy Spirit to the mind of each individual, 


conclusive, because there is no superior body| humbly waiting for its manifestation to aid in 


which can call its decisions in question. It is 
conclusive, in the sense in which the judgments 
of the highest court are conclusive, not because 
they are necessarily wiser or better than those 
of other courts, but because it is the tribunal of 
Jast resort, and the constitution and laws have 
created no tribunal to re-examine its decisions. 
“We have already stated, that the plaintiffs 
and the defendants each claim to be the over- 
seers of Swanzey Monthly Meeting, and demand 
a conveyance of the property. If the difficulty 


rested here, it would probably be very easily, and | 


would long since have been settled by the Quar- 
terly Meeting, or, in case of dissatisfaction there, 
by the Yearly Meeting, to which both, in the 


ordinary course of proceeding i in the Society of 


Friends, would acknowledge subjection. But 
this protracte -d controversy, and the voluminous 
mass of evidence taken in it, discloses the un- 


the discovery of divine truth. It would seem, 
therefore, that they must suppose it possible, 
that new truths may be discovered and so mani- 
fested as to require the assent of the true disciple, 
and thus add something to his existing faith. It 
is also true, as we understand, that they profess 
to be ieve that the Scriptures are given by inspi- 
ration, and are the unerring guide to Christian 
truth ; and that if any man supposes that he bas 
an inward light, contrary or repugnant to the 
truth of the Scriptures, it cannot be a true light. 
But perbaps there is no inconsistency in believing 
that the scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments are a true and unerring guide to divine 
truth, yet that all the truths of scripture have 
not been made manifest to the imperfect mind of 
man, and in the language of Father Robinson, 
of Leyden, that ‘more truth is yet to break forth 
from the Holy Scriptures.’ Should such be the 
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fact ; should the testimony of the Scriptures and | who had been invested by law with the enjoy- 
the influences of the Holy Spirit concur in bring- | ment of property and civil rights. But if such 
ing to the eonviction of humble, sincere and in- | a case be possible, it would seem to be a suicidal 
quiring minds, the knowledge of further Chris- | destruction of the body itself, leaving its pro- 
tiaa truths, manifested with a brilliancy and | perty derelict. If heresy should infect individu- 
clearness not to be mistaken ; it seems perfectly | als only, however numerous, they might be dis- 
consistent with the avowed principles of the So-| owned and cut off, and the body remain sound ; 
ciety of Friends, to adopt and sanction them, | but if the ultimate and infallible judge of what 
although they were not known to Pennington, | is essential to Quakerism judges wrong, who, in 
Barclay, Fox and the respected founders of their | pursuance of any of the forms or principles of 
society, and under a full belief that if the same | discipline of Quakerism, shall declare the heresy 
light had been throwa on the same truths in| or pronounce the disownment? But it is not 
their day, these sincere and seeking men would | necessary to pursue such a remotely possible 
have humbly and devoutly embraced them. supposition ; we have barely alluded to it, by 
“We would not be supposed, by this, to in- | way of protest against the conclusion, that no 
timate that the Quakers have no creed, no theo-| departure from Christian truth and the princi- 
logical tenets, to which they are strongly attached, | ples of Quakerism, can be so great as to work a 
and no superiutending watchfulness over the | dissolution of the society. 
soundness of the faith of their members and sub ‘* But we are saved the necessity of going fur- 
ordinate meetings, or that they allow any great | ther into this supposed test from creeds and 
latitude of discussion to their members on theo- opinions. The unhappy controversy, indeed, rose 
logical subjects. On the contrary, the discipline | out of a jealousy or apprehension, on the part of 
expressly prohibits the publication of all writings | some of the Quaker body, that another part were 
relating to their religious principles or testimo- | covertly circulating and endeavoring to promote 
nies, unless first laid before the Meeting for Suf- | false doctrines in ‘the society; but we have no 
ferings, for their advice and concurrence, and | evidence, that any organized meeting, Monthly, 
their approval of them obtained. Quarterly or Yearly, took any step as a body to 
“What we mean to say is this: that if, after | promote or establish any opinion or tenet of be- 
solid and weighty consideration, hambly and | lief, not entirely correct. The charge on the 
conscientiously awaiting the guide of best wis-| part of John Wilbur and his friends was, that 
dom, the Yearly Meeting should fully unite, in| the friends of the present plaintiffs, in the 
the proper as well as the Quaker sense of that | Monthly Meeting of the party with whom they 
term, in adopting some modification of their| were co- operating in the Quarterly and Yearly 
creed, or of their speculative opinions, adhering | Meetings, were endeavoring to advance and pro- 
to their great principles of love and fraternal | mote the works and tenets of Joseph John Gur- 
duty, it would, upon their professed principles, | ney ; which, however, they denied. The charge 
seem too much to say, that they would thereby | was made against the Quarterly Meeting of which 
cease to be Quakers, and cease to be the Society } Buffum was clerk, and the Yearly Meeting of 
of Friends. Especially, we think, this could not | which Abraham Shearman, Jr., was clerk. It 
be asserted by meetings and individuals subordi-|is now conceded, that at the last mentioned 
nate to them, who owe, ecclesiastically, allegiance | Yearly Meeting, in 1845, a narrative and decla- 
to them, and to whom, so long as they remain | ration was put forth, in which they avow and 
subordinate, the decisions are final and infallible, | state their belief, in a manner admitted to be in 
as well in matters of faith as of conduct. All| conformity with the ancient testimonies of 
disaffected members, having full liberty of con- | Friends, and satisfactory to those who affix the 
science, might undoubtedly dissent from such | imputation of heresy to that same Yearly Meet- 
opinions, and adopt different tenets; perhaps|ing. This is said to be an eleventh hour repent- 
they might, by so doing, become better theolo-| ance; made to avoid the mischievous and dan- 
gians, better Christians and better men; but] gerous consequences of what they had already 
they would cease to be Friends in unity with|done. But we see nothing penitential in it, no 
such Yearly Meeting, and with the meetings and | acknowledged change of belief or conduct, but a 
individuals subordinate to it. Such dissenting | declaration of what then were and ever had been 
individuals might form themselves into Yearly, | the doctrines and tenets held by them. 
Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, but this would| “ Nor do we see any evidence that any other 
be a new organization, and not the identical body | or differert opinions had been advanced. The 
to which they had been formerly attached. argument strongly urged is, that the opinions of 
“ We should be unwilling to say, that there | Gurney were unsound, and that the friends of 
may not be a departure from the fundamental Gurney bad endeavored covertly and by insidi- 
principles on which the society is founded, on | ous means to gain a predominance in the Quaker 
the part of the Yearly Meeting, the responsible body, and that they had in fact gained an as- 
head and representative of the whole body, in | cendancy in the Quarterly and Yearly Meetings. 
fact the society itself, so deep and radical, as to | This is an imputation of wrong motives and pur- 
destroy its identity with the Society of Friends, poses in individuals. No proof appears to esta- 
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blish the truth of such imputation upon indi- 

viduals, or if such motives did exist, that they 

have ever induced any meeting to adopt any | 
measure for the promulgation of false doctrines | 
or unsound opinions. 

‘** We are then brought to test this question, | 
by that which, upon full consideration, we con- 
sider the correct and proper standard, to wit, | 
whether Oliver Earle and his associates, the | 
plaintiffs, or William Wood and his associates, 
the defendants, were the true rightfully ap- 
pointed overseers of Swanzey Monthly Meeting, 
according to the discipline, acknowledged to be 
the constitution and to embody the fundamental | 
laws of the Society of Friends, expounded by the 
general usages of those persons ‘of most experience 
and judgment, who have acted under it, and ac- 
knowledged its authority. 

“The precise question in issue here is, whe- 
ther the plaintiffs, at the time this suit was 
brought, in April, 1845, were entitled in equity 
to a conveyance of the estate granted by Eliza- 
beth S. Danforth. If they were overseers, duly 
uppointed according to the system of ecclesias- 
tical polity acknowledged by the Society of 
Friends, they were the officers contemplated and 
designated by the statute, as overseers of the 
Monthly Meeting. Words and terms in an act 
of legislation, relating to a class of persons, in- 
cluding all religious sects and denominations, 
must be expounded and applied, according to 
the sense and meaning in which they are known 
to be used in such elass or denomination. The 
terms ‘ ministers,’ ‘ deacons,’ * wardens, ‘ vestry,’ 
and the like, when used in statutes as designating 
‘ officers,’ must be held to apply to persons thus 
designated in the church or community to which 
the statute relates, and to persons appointed or 
set apart to hold those offices, according to its 
constitution and usages. 

The legislature, in providing means for holding 
property in succession for the use of Quakers, 
und designating overseers of Monthly Meetings 
for that purpose, must have intended overseers 
appointed or set apart in an orderly manner, ac- 
cording to the fundamental rules and usages of 
Quakers. The plaintiffs then must show, in or- 
der to entitle them as a corporation to a convey- 
unce of this property, that they were overseers 
so constituted, and so by force of the statute 
were de fucto a corporation, competent to take 
and hold the property. We must therefore in- 
quire aud judge, by this standard, of the correct- 
ness and regularity of the proceedings by which 

each party claim to be a corporation by force of 
the statute; yet it is proper to remark, that this 
ie an issue collateral and incidental to the direct 
issue before us, which is that of equitable title. 
it follows, therefore, that although we must in- 
quire and decide judicially, by their rules, upon 
the regularity of these proceedings, it is not with 
a view of affirming them, or setting them aside, 
but simply because it is incidental to the 


REVIEW. 

question of title, which we must dcide. We 
have no-power to decide judicially, and directly 
affirm or annul the acts of individuals, or of 
Monthly, Quarterly or Yearly Meetings, which 
are brought before us in the ease, but simply to 
ascertain facts, on which the real issue before us 
| depends. 

“One further remark it seems proper to make 
before going to the evidence. This suit was 
brought in April, 1845. Subsequently, iu June, 
1845, the Yearly Meeting at Newport took place, 
at which proceedings were had having a bearing 
on this case. By a supplemental bill, filed by 
the plaintiffs afterwards, in October, 1845, the 
| proceedings of this meeting were set forth. The 
supplemental bill was answered under protest, 
and much evidence was taken on it. It was ob- 
jected, however, that these proceedings having 


| occurred after the suit was brought, the court 
| could not take notice of them. 


“If this objection does not come too late, upon 
which we express no opinion, we think it is not 
well founded. I shall not pause at present to 
give the authorities on which this opinion is 
based, but simply to say, that although the do- 
ings of the Yearly Meeting, in June, 1845, have 
a bearing, and an important bearing, upon the 
question, still that question is, whether the plain- 
tiffs had a title in April, 1845. They now claim 
no title which originated in the proceedings of 
the Yearly Meeting or is founded on them. The 
bearing they have is to show, by relation back, 
whether the plaintiffs or the defendants held that 
relation of overseers of Swanzey Monthly Meet- 
ing, to which the law annexed the powers of the 
corporation competent to require a conveyance 
of the Danforth estate. 

“1. The first direct question of fact upon the 
evidence relates to the doings of Swanzey 
Monthly Meeting in July and August, 1844. 

‘There had been a growing dissatisfaction for 
some time in that Monthly Meeting, of which 
Thomas Wilbur had long been clerk ; a commit- 
tee had been appointed long previously, accord- 
ing to usage, to report the name of a suitable 
person for clerk, but had been unable to agree ; 
the disorderly condition of that Monthly Meet- 
ing had attracted the attention of the Quarterly 
and Yearly Mectings, or that of the Committee 
of Sufferings, and Friends from them attended 
to advise and assist. At the meeting in July, 
the business was opened by Thomas Wilbur; in 
the course of it David Shove was nominated, not 
by any committee, as his opponents say, irregu- 
larly; others testify that his appointment was 
united with by the meeting ; but this is denied, 
and it appears that it was not declared by the 
clerk, nor did he relinquish his seat. At the 
August meeting there was a fuller attendance of 
Friends from the Quarterly and Yearly Meetings, 
and oue of the controverted questions is, bow far, 
according to discipline, they could act in advising, 
influencing or directing the proceedings. Before 





“ 


PRIBNDS REVIEW. 281 











the meeting was opened by the clerk, Meader , ciety of Friends are similar to religious commu- 
requested a pause, and made a statement of the | nities acting undera hierarchy, or regular church 
doings of the previous meeting, and proposed | government, as the Catholic, Episcopal, Presby- 
that the meeting should unite in the appointment | terian and Dutch Reformed Churches. We are 
of David Shove, which one side testify was fully | so accustomed to the independence and absolute 
done, which the other party deny. Thomas Wil-| freedom of each church, as recognized by con- 
bur did not relinquish his seat, but persisted in | gregationalism, that we may not duly appreciate 
acting as clerk, and considerable disorder ensued. | the obligation of obedience to ecclesiastical au- 

“Taking the peculiar manner in which the| thority. Men are not bound to be Quakers ; but 
sense of meetings is ascertained, it is very ques- | if they would be Quakers, and brethren in unity 
tionable whether the proposed nomination at the | with each other and with their common superiors, 
July meeting, by three out of a committee of | they must conform to their rules and judgments. 
seven, nominating David Shove as clerk, was re- “As the facts in regard to the Rhode Island 
gular; and as the sense of the meeting in its| Quarterly Meeting, in November, 1844, are 
favor was not declared and minuted by the then | scarcely controverted, we may as well take the 
acknowledged clerk, it can hardly be maintained | | statement from the testimony of Thomas Wilbur. 
by other evidence that he was chosen. But the | It is conceded that, at the opening of this Quar- 
meeting in August was attended by a committee | terly Meeting, David Buffum was clerk, as he 
of the Quarterly Meeting and other Friends; at | had been several years ; the meeting, therefore, 
this meeting David Shove, at the opening, whe- | Was opened, and proceeded regularly to business. 
ther re gularly or irregularly, was declared, and | Of course it must so continue till the organization 
proceeded to act as clerk, till the adjournment | was changed, by the appointment of another 
was announced ; but Wilbur still claimed to act, clerk. Accounts were presented and representa- 
and when the meeting was declared adjourned, | tives approved, as well from the body claiming 
he and his friends refused to recognize the ad-| to be the Monthly Meeting, of which David 
journment, but continued, and after Shove and his | Shove was clerk, as from that of which Thomas 
friends had retired, proceeded to organize, choose | Wilbur was clerk. The term ‘accounts’ is used 
a clerk and assistant, and overseers and repre-| technically, and is understood to be a written 
sentatives to the Quarterly Meeting, and ad-| return of the Monthly Meeting, authenticated 
journed. The meeting, of which Shove claimed | by its clerk, to the Quarterly, stating answers to 
to be clerk, also chose clerk, overseers and repre- | certain standing queries, respecting its condition, 


sentatives. Kurle and his associates were chosen | notice of any business to which the attention of 


overseers by the latter; Wood and his associates | the superior is asked by the ivferior, aud also 
were cliosen overseers by the former. ‘I'he ac-| the names of the representatives chosen to attend 
tual division took place here. and form the Quarterly Meeting. The accounts 

“ Without recupitulating the evidence, which | sent by the meeting, of which Shove was clerk, 
is very voluminous, we should be inclined to the | were received, and the representatives from that 
opinion, that at the August meeting Shove must | meeting recognized; those from the meeting of 
be taken to be the authorized clerk ; that those | which Wilbur was clerk were not. The account 
who remained after the adjournment was an- | of the former was read and adopted, as emanating 
nounced, and elected Wilbur clerk, and Wood | from the genuine Monthly Meeting, and at the 
and others overseers, acted irregularly, and be-| same time the Quarterly Meeting appointed a 
came seceders; and if Shove had been impro-| few persons to have the care of that Monthly 
perly elected, they should have sought their re | Meeting for a time. The witness then goes on 
medy by an appeal to the Quarterly Meeting, | to state, that as David Buffum did not appear 
and ultimately, if need be, to the Yearly Meet- | disposed to transact the regular and legitimate 
ing. But if the case depended solely or mainly | business of the Quarterly Meeting, it was pro- 
on this point, we should go into a more minute | posed to appoint another clerk in ‘his place, but 
and thorough examination of the evidence, as to| it was not done until David Buffum and his 
the exclusive authority of the clerk for the time | party had accomplished their business and left 
being to propose every question ; and especially | the house, when the representatives retired to 
as to the right and power of committees of | another part of the house, to report suitable per- 
the Quarterly and Yearly Meetings, and other | sons, &c., who returned and proposed Thomas 
Friends, to attend, advise, and act at Monthly | Wilbur for clerk of Rhode Island Quarterly Meet- 
Meetings. ing, and Charles Perry for assistant clerk, who 

“2. The next inquiry is, concerning the regu- | were united with by those present, and they pro- 
larity and proceedings of the Rhode Island Quar- | ceeded to dothe business of the meeting. It appears 
terly Meeting, of which Buffum was clerk, held | by a minute of the proceedings of this meeting, 
in November, 1844. that the representatives of no other Monthly 

“The Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting was} Meeting voted in it, except those appointed by 
the ecclesiastical superior, to which the Swanzey | the Swanzey Monthly Meeting, of which Thomas 
Monthly Meeting was subordinate and owed sub-| Wilbur was clerk. These minutes contain a 
mission and obedience. In this respect, the So-' special report, drawn up by a committee to be 
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entered on their minutes, in which they seek to 
palliate and justify their proceedings, on the 
ground of undue influence and oppression on the 
part of those who have assumed to be ruling 
members in the Quarterly Meeting, and who 
have also supported a certain writer or writers 
of doctrines at variance with the long established 
principles of the society ; they defend themselves 
and testify against the course and proceedings of 
those ruling members of Rhode Island Quarterly 
Meeting, for the reason that they have separated 
themselves and departed from the order of the 
society. 


| 
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back and affect the question, who were the true 
overseers-of Swanzey Monthly Meeting when the 
suit was brought. The Yearly Meeting is recog- 
nized as the tribunal of last resort ; its decisions 
of all matters within its jurisdiction are con- 
clusive, and all true Friends are bound by them. 

“ But here again we are met with the diffi- 
culty that there are two bodies, each claiming to 
be the true Yearly Meeting; whilst it is clear 
that one only can justly have that character, and 
exercise this unquestionable controlling power. 
Nor is it safe to decide this question upon minutes 
and records alone, because each has its clerk and 


‘It appears to us clear, from the evidence, | minutes, which may appear fair and regular; but 
that this attempt to set up another Rhode Island | the jurisdiction must be decided by the evidence. 
Quarterly Meeting, under Wilbur, as the true Tt is not necessary to consider this evidence 
meeting, was wholly null and void. The Quar- minutely. 1t is clear that, when the meeting 
terly Meeting opened and proceeded under Buf-/} met at Newport, Abraham Shearman Jr. was 


fum, until it was closed by adjournment; during 
this time, a proposal was made by some one, it 
is not stated by whom, certainly not by the clerk 
Buffum, or by any committee; but it is conceded 
that it was not adopted. This meeting, thus 
constituted in regular form under Buffum, did 
act upon the subject of deciding which was the 
true Swanzey Monthly Meeting. Both accounts 


were before it ; the representatives of both were 
present ; those of the Wilbur Meeting urged the 
admission of their claims ; but the account signed 
by David Shove was read and adopted, as ema- 


nating from the genuine Monthly Meeting. Both 


could not be received; one was entitled to be | 


received ; a decision between them must be made, 
and the adoption of the one was necessarily the 
rejection of the other. 

“We think it manifest, from the evidence, 
that this attempt on the part of the representa- 
tives of Swanzey Monthly Meeting, after the re- 
gular Quarterly Meeting had closed, to set up 
another Quarterly Meeting, was wholly unwar- 


ranted, contrary to discipline and to usage; that| the same day. 


they themselves considered it irregular, and a 
proceeding which required an apology; but the 
apology, for the reasons given, fails, and cannot 
justify them in separating and setting up another 
meeting with the character of a regular Quarterly 
Meeting. The reasons might satisfy their own 
consciences in separating; but in doing so they 
put themselves out of unity, and ceased to be 
Quakers, or Friends in unity. 

“ For these reasons the court are of opinion, 
that the question, which of the Monthly Meet- 
ings was the true one, was within the jurisdic- 
tion of the regular Quarterly Meeting, of which 
Buffum was clerk; that it was directly before 
them; that they decided it; and that that de- 
cision must stand, until reversed or modified by 
the Yearly Meeting. 

“3. We are then brought to the consideration 
of the doings of the Yearly Meeting for New 

“ngland, held at Newport, in June, 1845. For 
reasons already given, we think these proceed- 
ings are rightly before us, because they relate 





the acknowledged clerk ; on Monday, the first 
day for business, he opened the meeting, and the 
business proceeded in due order. But there 
were two accounts, and two sets of representative ) 
from Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting, and the 
question was, which should be received, and this 
required immediate consideration. It was pro- 
vided by the discipline, and had been the usage 
of the Yearly Meeting, after the forenoon ad- 
journment of the first session of the meeting for 
business, for the representatives of all the Quar- 
terly meetings to assemble and agree on the no- 
mination of a suitable person for clerk, to be re- 
ported to the Yearly Meeting in the afternoon. 
On account of this difficulty, of there being two 
sets of representatives from one Quarterly Meet- 
ing, the Yearly Meeting, before the adjournment, 
agreed to refer the question, which was the true 
body of representatives, to the representatives of 
all the other Quarterly Meetings, and that the 
appointment of a clerk should be postponed, in- 
stead of being made at the afternoon session of 
The representatives from the 
Wilbur meeting declined to appear and submit 
their case to the other representatives, as a com- 
mittee, and in the afternoon, when the Yearly 
Meeting again assembled, Prince Gardner pro- 
posed that Thomas B. Gould should be clerk, and 
said that some of the representatives had met, 
according to discipline, and nominated him. A 
very large number of all the other representatives 
denied that any such nomination had been made ; 
yet, as some united in the appointment of Gould, 
he was declared elected, but not by the clerk. 

It appears to us very clear, upon the evidence, 
that though this action was made the occasion of 
holding a separate meeting under Gould, yet that, 
as a legitimate Yearly Meeting, it was altogether 
irregular and void. Gould’s own minute seems 
quite conclusive. Giving an account of this 
meeting, after a long recital of grievances, oppres- 
sion, heresy and misconduct, on the part of lead- 
ing men, he states that it was regularly formed 
under Shearman as clerk ; that the question, as 
to which set were the true representatives, was 
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referred to the other representatives, and states , 
the reasons why those coming from the Wilber 
meeting declined so to submit the question, and 
proceeds to state, that in the afternoon, Prince | 


Shearman was clerk, was rightly formed and con- 
ducted as the Yearly Meeting for New England, 
and that they had done no act to forfeit their 
rights and claims to the supremacy belonging to 


Gardner, on behalf of the representatives from | them by the discipline and fundamental laws of 
Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting, and some of | the society. 

those from Sandwich Quarterly Meeting, re-| “4. Supposing, then, that the Yearly Meet- 
ported that they had been together, and were | ing of which Shearman was clerk was duly con- 
united in proposing the name of Thomas B. | stituted as the Yearly Meeting for New England, 
Gould for clerk of this meeting for the ensuing | the Court are of opinion that they had jurisdic- 
year, and of Charles Perry for assistant clerk ; | tion of this question, and that they acted and 


and the nominations being fully united with, by 

those who have been for some years laboring un- 
der much oppression, for the support of the order | 
and discipline, and of the testimonies and doc- 

trines of our religious society upon their original 
JSoundation, they were accordingly appointed. 

“This was the basis of the secession, and of 
an attempt to organize a separate Yearly Meet- 
ing. The only apology for offering such a no- 
mination by Gardner at that time, after the 
meeting had agreed to postpone the appointment 
of clerk till after the decision of the other ques- 
tion, was, that the discipline so required it. But 
the discipline was the act of the Yearly Meeting, 
prescribing a convenient general rule, adapted 
to ordinary occasions ; but the power which could 
make, could modify or suspend this rule, and had 
done so. The clerk, declared to be chosen, in 
his minutes does not venture to assert that his 
nomination was unite] with by the meeting, but 
only by those who had been oppressed. 

“The only reason assigned, by way of justifi- 
cation or apology, is, that they and their friends 
had been oppressed. Whether this justification 
could have availed, had such oppression been 
proved to be done or sanctioned by the Yearly 
Meeting, would present a very different question. 
But at this time the Yearly Meeting had done 
no act, refused no application for redress, de- 
clared no heretical opinion, nor taken any step 
to be complained of. 

“The argument is, that they were bound to 
choose a clerk on the first day. Suppose it to 
be so, and that they failed of duty in that re- 
epect, does that dissolve the society, or warrant 
a small minority, against the declared sense of 
a great proportion of all the members present, to 
do an act which can only be done in pursuance 
of the solid sense of the whole bedy, taken, de- 
clared, and minuted by its only acknowledged 
regular officer ? 

‘Qn the evidence, the Court are of opinion, 
that the Yearly Meeting, attempted to be formed 
under Gould, was not, and scarcely professed to 
be, formed according to discipline ; but that they 
separated to avoid the rightful authority and 
controlling action of the Yearly Meeting, to 
which they were subordinate ; and although they 
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professed to do this for what they deemed to be 
good cause, yet they thereby became separatists, 
and ceased to be in unity with the Society of 
Friends ; but that the Yearly Meeting, of which 


decided definitely on the subject. The question 
was directly before them, which were the true 
representatives; and this depended on the ques- 
tion, which were the true Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings ; they considered it necessary to settle 
this, before proceeding to the principal business 
of the meeting, in order to give the legitimate 
representatives of Rhode Island Quarterly Meet- 
ing their just voice and weight in its proceed- 
ings. The reception of one set, as true and le- 
gitimate, was the rejection of the other. 

“ Was this question fairly decided? Accord- 
ing to discipline, all Friends ata Yearly Meeting 
act in its deliberations and doings ; but there are 
seven or eight representatives, deputed from each 
Quarterly Meeting to the Yearly Meeting. This 
question was referred to all the representatives, 
except the two contesting sets. They were a 
select body, apparently impartial ; they gave no- 
tice to both parties of the time for hearing them ; 
afterwards made their report to the Yearly Meet- 
ing, and gave notice to those to whom the report 
was adverse, that it was to be taken up and acted 
on; they declined to attend; and, after solid 
consideration, it was adopted and entered on the 
minutes of the Yearly Meeting. At the same 
meeting, a narrative was put forth, as the official 
and authoritative judgment of the meeting, 
adopted by them, and ordered to be authenticated 
as their act, in which the plaintiffs are recognized 
and declared to be the rightful overseers of 
Swanzey Monthly Meeting, appointed in August, 
1844. 

“We have already alluded to the objection, 
that the jurisdiction of the Yearly Meeting of 
June, 1845, was superseded or suspended by the 
pendency of this suit, by which the jurisdiction 
was transferred to this Court. We see no weight 
in this objection. The jurisdictions are over 
different questions, and exercised diverso intuttu. 
The one determines a rule of order and regularity 
of discipline; the other, a question of property 
and equitable right. The one acts directly upon 
the doings of a subordinate body, and approves 
or reverses them; the other inquires into their re- 
gularity, to ascertain and declare the rights de- 


| pendent on them. 


“Tt was intimated in the argument, that the 
rights of the Monthly Meeting could not, by the 
discipline, be drawn in question before the Yearly 
or Quarterly Meeting, without a complaint of 
misconduct, notice, and an opportunity to answer. 
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But there was no question here, as to the rights 
of the Swanzey Monthly Meeting ; but as to the 
claims of certain individuals to be the rightful 
overseers, representatives and officers of the 
Swanzey Monthly Meeting. 

“On the whole case, the court are of opinion, 
that the plaintiffs are entitled to a decree for the 
establishment of their title to the land and meet- 
ing-house, as prayed for in their bill.” 


ERS CER TE A TD 
FRLENDS’ REVIEW. 
PHILADELPHIA, FIRST MONTH 13, 1855, 


In our last week’s number a very brief sugges- 
tion was made of the expediency of memorialising 
Congress on the subject of mediation, on the part 
of our government, between the contending pow- 
ers. 

It has been asserted that the British ministry 
was driven into this war, by the voice of the na- 
tion. If that nation was involved in this desolating 
contest by the voice of the people, would not the 


voice of our people be as efficiently and much | 


more honorably employed in urging the American 
Cabinet to an effort at mediation? The efforts 
heretofore made in the two Houses of Congress, 
whatever aspect they may have assumed, or how- 
ever unfavorable the prospect of a successful 
issue, need interpose no obstacle to a movement 
on the part of our citizens in their separate and in- 
dividual capacity. 

We may safely assume that an overwhelming 
majority of our people sincerely deplore the de- 


struction of life, and waste of property, by which | 


the present contest in Europe is marked; hence 
their sincerity in any measure calculated to pro- 
mote an accommodation among the contending 
powers, would hardly be questioned. The voice 


of humanity cries out against the desolations of | over her great foe in Europe. 


war. The true policy of nations, and emphatically 
that of the United States, is peace. 

The very effort to check the rage of war, by the 
united voice of such a people as the United States, 
should it even fail of ultimate success, would not 
be altogether lost. “ Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called the children of God.” 


Though the conflict seems to be little more than 
begun, enough has appeared to convince every re- 
flecting man, that the contest, if leftto the arbitra- 
ment of arms, must involve a waste of treasure 
and blood, such as Europe has seldom witnessed. 
The vast resources of the powers engaged, will 
only render the devastations of war more exten- 
sive, and the miseries created by it more intense. 
Can we then doubt that an offer of mediation, 
from a neutral power, would be acceptable to the 
belligerents? And that the people of the United 





States are neutral in regard to this contest, can 
hardly be questioned. 

An offer of mediation would furnish an excuse, 
to the parties engaged, without compromising 
their honor, for renewing negotiations for peace. 
Possibly such mediation might lead to arbitration 
of the principal points in controversy. And per- 
haps the rulers of the contending nations might be 
induced to reflect that no decision of a neutral um- 
pire, equally unjust or disastrous with the arbitra- 
ment of the sword, need be apprehended. 

The remarks of one of the Representatives from 
North Carolina, though designed to stimulate the 
government to act on this subject, may with pro- 
priety be applied to individuals : 


* All our interests suffer by the war, and this 


| being the case, we should be inclined to take such 
steps as may remove the difficulty. The millions 
| on millions of money expended in the war are as 
much lost as if they had been invested in the Arc- 
i tic, which recently sunk in the sea, and the de- 
struction of life will not probably be less than one 
hundred thousand men. So much treasure, and 
| 80 many consumers being swept out of existence, 
the tendency is to injure every commercial nation 
under the sun, and especially the United States. 
Is there anything to show that by our conduct we 
| may terminate the contest ? 
| This is a matter of delicacy. Without inquiring 
| into the merits of the war or the causes which pro- 
duced it, it is not the interests of those powers to 
‘continue the struggle, nor did he believe that 
either of them desires to prolong it. They went 
into the war without foreseeing to what it would 
lead them. Neither of them will move toward a 
settlement. If the war should not now be termi- 
| nated, it may become general in Europe, and 
| more destructive than during the career of Napo- 
leon, because the means of aggression are greater 
| now than at thattime. We are under obligations to 
France to mediate. When we were at war with 
England in 1812, Russia tendered her mediation. 
| The Secretary of State willingly accepted it, but 
| Great Britain did not until after she had triumphed 
Alexander of Rus- 
sia contributed powerfully to pacification between 
the two countries. Every gentleman should feel 
under an obligation to extend similar offices now 
to those powers. Later in our history, when our 
country and France came near being involved in 
war, Great Britain tendered her mediation, and 
both parties accepted it. France, Russia and Eng- 
land had each offered mediation in our time of 
trouble. Shall we not reciprocate? Are we to re- 
ceive benefits and not return them ? 





Small as the influence of this periodical on the 
movements of the nation or government, must 
necessarily be, the editor may, without assuming 
an air of importance, suggest, that if his readers 
in the neighborhoods where the Friends’ Review 
is circulated, would interest themselves in circu- 
lating and procuring signatures to memorials to 
Congress urging the government to offer its media- 
tion to the European belligerents, an effort might 
be produced of which they have little conception. 


! 
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The form of the memorial would be readily ad- 
justed. The object is easily understood, and would 
require little art iu the expression. 





Marrigp,—At Friends’ Meeting, Nettle Creek, 
Wayne county, Indiana, on the 25th day of 10th 
month last, Eram Pixe, of Newgarden Monthly 
Meeting, to Anna Reno ps, of Springfield Month- 
ly Meeting. 

——, At the same place, on the 22d day of the 
11th month last, Mito Reynotps, son of Wenlock 
Reynolds, of North Carolina, to Mary, daughter of | 
Jesse Chamness, both of Springfield Monthly 
Meeting. 

——, At Friend’s meeting, West Union, Mor- | 
gan county, Indiana, on the 4th ult., Joun M. | 
Bray, of Hinkle’s Ureek Monthly Meeting, Ham- 
ilton county, Ind., to Carotine Tuompson, of the 
former place. 





ao } 

Diev,—On the Ist day of 7th month last, in the | 
5ist year of her age, Exizasetn, wife of Elijah | 
Cole, elder of Unity Monthly Meeting. 

This our beloved friend we believe was of that 
number who are precious in the Divine sight, be- 
ing of a meek and quiet spirit, a —— ot sobrie- 
ty, watchfuluess and true devotedness in the great 
cause of Truth, which she was enabled faithfully 
to maintain, diligently laboring to promote the 
peace and happiness of all around her; a kind 
and sympathising friend, ever exhibiting in her | 
whole demeanor that becoming cheerfulness and 
resignation, which is the characteristic of a true 
disciple of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

——, On the 6th of the 11th month last, Extza- 
BETH Mapen, in the 91st year of her age. A con- 
sistent member of Springfield Monthly Meeting, 
Clinton county, Ohio. 





, At his residence, of typhoid fever, on the | 
29th of the 11th month last, Ext Hapwey, a valu- 
able elder and member of Springfield Monthly 
Meeting, Clinton county, Ohio, in the 5lst year of 
his age. He several times expressed that he felt 
nothing but peace within, and desired that the 
Lord’s will be done, and all would be well with 
him. 





, Of consumption, on the 25th of the 12th 
month last, Mary, daughter of Joseph and Deborah 
Thatcher, in the 2Ist year of her age; and of the 
same disease and at the same time, Mary, daughter 
of Enoch and Elizabeth Carter, in the 20th year of 
her age. They were both members of Springfield 
Monthly Meeting, Ohio. 

, Of pulmonary disease, on the 25th of 11th 
month last, Exizapetu, wife of George White, 
aged 34 years, a member of Salem Monthly Meet- 
ing, Ohio. Resigned to the will of her heavenly 
Father, and in the hope of a happy immortality 
through the merits of the Redeemer, she quietly 
fell asleep. 








, At her residence near Colbourn, Canada 
West, on the morning of the 8th of last month, 
after a protracted and painful illness, Racuet, 
wife of James Purdy, aged 61 years, a member of 
West Lake Monthly Meeting. This dear friend 
was for the last five years mostly confined to the 
house, and for many months to the bed, during 
which time she was favored to evince the efficacy 
of the Christian religion. She was of a cheerful 
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temperament, consistent in life, and peaceful in 
death. 





, At Manchester, Maine, on the 13th ult., 
Martna, daughter of Alden and Sarah T. Samp- 
son, aged 13 years. 





, On the 22d of 12th month last, in the 
72d year of her age, in Randolph Co., N. Carolina, 
Marcaret Mitiikan, wife of Benjamin Millikan, 
and an Elder of Springfield Monthly Meeting. 
She was the mother of 14 children, 12 of whom 
are living and have families, numbering 67 grand- 
children, besides 23 deceased. 

. At the residence of her father, Belmont 


Co., Ohio, on Third day morning, the 26th of 12th 
month last, MartHa ANN VANPELT, youngest 





| daughter of Joseph and Mary Parker, in the 22d 


year of her age, a member of Short Creek 
Monthly Meeting. 

She endured a lingering illness of several 
months with great patience, and seemed to be 
well aware that her life was gradually ebbing out. 
But her numervus relatives and friends have abun- 
dant evidence that her close was peaceful, and 
that she lives beyond the tomb. 


RAGGED SCHOOL AND HOME FOR DESTITUTE 
COLORED CHILDREN. 


Few persons are perhaps aware of the move- 
ment that has been made toward the permanent 
establishment of such an institution in this city. 
The Ragged School for colored children, located 
for several years in Bedford street, has recently 
been removed to a more commodious building on 
Lombard street above Seventh. ‘here is now a 
daily attendance of from fifty to sixty children. 
The parents of many of them are of the most de- 
graded class—inebriates and vagrants—living by 
begging or by stealth, and of course very unfit to 
provide for their offspring. The children gene- 
rally make their first appearance at the schools in 
a very untidy and destitute condition. To furnish 
them with suitable clothing, in which to attend, is 
often the first duty of the teacher. A wholesome 
dinner is provided for each child, and thus, after 
being washed, clothed, warmed, fed and instructed, 
they return again to their homes. A very con- 
siderable number who come under the care of the 
Institution are even more forlorn, being literally 
friendless and homeless. Several, answering to 
this description, are now lodged atthe house. The 
school is, in some degree an industrial one, as the 
older girls are taught sewing, and some of them 
employed in making up garments for themselves 
and others. The institation is under the care ofa 
few female friends, who are desirous of making 
it as useful as the means placed at their disposal 
will admit. To enable them still further to ex- 
tend the benefits of this excellent charity, they ask 
the assistance of those who feel interested in be- 
friending this much neglected portion of our popu- 
lation. Contributions of provisions for the table, 
materials for clothing, or part worn garments will 
be gratefully received by the teacher, Sarah Lu- 
ciani, at the School, No. 218 Lombard street aLove 
Seventh. Donations in money may be seit tw 
either of the undersigned. 

Tuos. Witiamson, S. W. cor. 7th and Archi sts. 

M. C. Cops, 286 Filbert street. 

Josuva L. Barty, 153 Filbert street. 
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To the Philadelphia Association of Friends for 
the Instruction of Poor Children. 

The Managers report :—That they have con- 
tinued their attention to the duties of their ap- 
pointment, a Committee of the Board having 
visited the schools twice every month while in 
session. 

The order of the schools and the progress of the 
scholars in the branches taught them, have been 
generally satisfactory. The teachers appear to 
be interested in their duties, and to endeavor to 
perform them faithfully. The instruction given 
is necessarily of an elementary character, but 
there can be no doubt that it is of great advan- 
tage to the individuals, not only in after life, 
but also during their school days. While at 
school they are comparatively out of the way of 
evil associations, and we trust that they receive 
good impressions, that may tend to counteract 
the evil tendencies to which this class of our 
population are peculiarly exposed. We cannot 
estimate the advantages that may, in many in- 
stances, result to the objects of our eare from the 
instruction obtained at our schools. Considera- 
tions like these should encourage the managers 
and teachers to renewed diligence and continued 
perseverance, and incite the members of the as- 
sociation and its friends to increased liberality 
in contributing to the funds required for con- 
ducting the schools. Those who are reaping the 


benefits of a good education, should be willing | 
freely to contribute a portion of their spare time | 


and means for the benefit of those whose op- 
portunities are comparatively very limited. 

We believe that the colored people themselves 
appreciate the advantages furnished by our 
schools, and are glad to have their children in- 
structed there. On one occasion, a few months 
since, when the visiting committce were present, 
a colored man came to enter two of his daughters. 
He stated that he was among the first who re- 
ceived instruction at that house, and he seemed 
much pleased to place his children under our 
care, expressing a very favorable opinion of the 
character of our schools. 

The some branches have been taught as here- 
tofure, Spelling, Reading, Writing, Geography, 
Arithmetic, and Bible lessons, in the infant de- 
partment, and in the girls’ school, these with the 
addition of Grammar and Sewing. The last we 
consider a very important and valuable branch 
of instruction. 

In the 3d month last, we made an addition to 
the library of 90 volumes, most of them of a 
juvenile character. Eight of these were pre- 
sented to the school by the booksellers; the re- 
mainder cost $25.31. A few shoes were dis- 
tributed last winter among the most needy 
children, at a cost of $10.12. 

Since vacation, the appearance of the school- 
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The assistant in the girls’ school having re- 
signed, another was appointed to succeed her, 
who entered upon her duties on the Ist of 11th 
month. 

Sixty-nine children have been admitted into 
the infant school during the past year, making 
the whole number since its establishment 1256 ; 
the number now on the list is 113; average at- 
tendance during the year, 68. 

In the girls’ school 33 children have been ad- 
mitted this year, making 653 since its establish- 
ment. ‘There are 70 now on the list, and the 
average attendance has been 42. 

Sigued by direction and on behalf of the 
Board of Managers, 

CHARLES J. ALLEN. 

Philada., 12th mo. 23th, 1854. 


Officers of the Association. 

Clerk—Edward Ritchie. 

Treasurer—Richard Richardson, 

Managers—Joel Cadbury, Israei H. Johnson, 
Thomas Lippincott, Richard Richardson, Mark 
Balderston, James Kite, Charles J. Allen, 
Benjamin H. Pitfield, Joseph S. Elkinton, Ed- 
ward Sharpless, Jabez Jenkins, Jr., and Caleb 
Wood. 


THE UNITY OF THE HUMAN RACE. 


Professor Owen, the scientific successor of Cu- 
vier, has just delivered an exhaustive lecture on 
the unity of the human race. It was pronoun: ed 
| on the occasion of the twenty-fourth meeting of 
the British Association for the advancement of 
science, the text being “ The Anthropoid Apes,”’ 
which is that species of the ape family most 
nearly approaching to the human family. He 
showed from the teeth and other characteristics, 
that it was impossible that such a creature could 
ever have been changed gradually into one of a 
higher order, as is the theory of the notorious 
“Vestiges of Creation” school. The whole 
| burden of facts, he said, *‘ must stand in con- 
| travention of the hypothesis of transmutation 
jand progressive development.” He declared 
| that the unity of the human species was dem- 

onstrated by the constancy of those osteological 
and dental characters, to which the attention is 
particularly directed in investigating the corres- 
ponding characters in the higher species of apes. 
He added, that all the localities fin which hu- 
man bones had been found in doubtful positions, 
| geologically considered, had showed proofs of 
| disturbance, or late formation, and that no such 
fossils had been discovered in regularly deposited 
layers of any division of the tertiary series, 
| which had remained undisturbed. A compara- 
tively full report of the lecture appeared in the 
London Atheneum for Sept. 20th. 
It has become fashionable among a certain set 





house has been much improved by painting the | of would-be savans, and even among a few men 
outside, and by other repairs, which were needed | of real scientific attainments, to set aside the 


for the preservation of the building. 


concurrent belief of all ages, countries and races, 
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in the unity of the human race, and to teach that ; “ GRIEVE NOT THY FATHER AS LONG AS HE 


man is but a developed monkey. The very ab- 
surdity of the doctrine recommends it to these 
illuminati, for particular classes of thinkers 
snap up paradox as eagerly as a trout darts at a 
red rag. Shallow minds, one-sided minds, and 
excitable minds in search of novelty, easily fall 
into the error that what is new must be progress, 
that what is odd must be a discovery, that what 
violates all past experience must be reform. It 
is also, unhappily, the tendency of purely 
scientific studies to narrow the compass of thought 
to a particular view, just as the traveller, who 
came in front of one side of the gold and silver 
shield, maintained that the buckler was entirely 
auriferous. An anatomist, unless a comprelen- 
sive thinker, is very apt to run into materialism. 
A student of psychological phenomena, if of a 
confined intellect, generally becomes a believer 
in spiritual rappings. A geologist is too apt to 
forget the great first cause in bis examination of 
secondary causes. As miners, by working in 
the dark under ground, get to be weak in vision 
and short in sight, so men who study science 
exclusively, and especially some one pet branch 
of science, frequently lose that broad sweep of 
the intellect, which, like the aim of the soaring 
eye, takes in the whole universe of facts at a 
glance. 

The minds of larger scope, however, never 
fall into this error. All the greatest names in 
science have repudiated the shallow, immature 
and skeptical theories of the day. Bacon, New- 
ton, Cuvier, and scores of other first-class think 
ers, might be adduced as proofs of this. In our 
own time, Professor Owen, who is confessedly 
the leading mind in his department of science, 
takes similar ground against this absurdity of 
the nineteenth century—a diversity of race. 
But what is more, his range of studies peculiur- 
ly fits him to pronounce an opinion on this sub- 
ject; may, actually renders him pre-eminently 
capable of giving a correct judgment. He has 
demonstrated, with the very arguments of this 
new-fangled school, that there is no truth in the 
theory of progressive development. He has 
turned the guns of the transwutationists upon 
themselves. But it is ever so in the history of 
science. Some poor, mole blixd observer, stand- 
ing on the shore of the great ocean of truth, 
picks up a pebble, and being able to see the 
mighty waters but indistinctly, maintains, against 
all past experience, that the sea is made of little 
stones, and exhibits bis specimen as a proof. By 
and by, however, comes along a savant of more 
extended vision—a Professor Owen in one walk, 


or a Hugh Miller in another—and lo! the pret- 
ty bubble of the fool is blown aside with a 


breath.—Ledyer. 


Little opportunities of doing good are neglect- 


LIVETH.” 
BY L. H. SIGOURNEY. 


Ah! grieve not him whose silver hairs 
Thin o’er his wasted temples stray ; 

Grieve not thy sire when time impairs 
The glory of his manhood’s sway. 


His to: fing step with reverence aid,— 
Bind fis wan brow with honor’s wreath; 
And let his deafened ear be made 
The harp where fil:al love shal] breathe. 


What though his passing mind partake 
The evils of its house of clay, 

Though wearied, blinded memory break 
The casket where her treasures lay ; 


Still with prompt arm his burdens bear, 
Bring heavenly balms his wounds to heal, 
And, with affection’s watchful care, 
The error that thou mark’st, conceal. 


Know’st thou how oft those powerless arms 
Have clasped thee to his shielding breast, 
When infant woes, or childish harms, 
Thy weak unguarded soul distrest ? 


Know’st thou how oft those accents strove 
Thine uninstructed mind to aid ? 
How oft a parent’s prayer of love 
Hath pierced dense midnight’s darkest shade? 


Grieve not thy father till he die ; 

Lest, when he sleeps in earth’s cold breast, 
The record of his latest sigh 

Should proye a dagger to thy rest. 


For if this holiest debt of love 
Forgotten or despised should be, 
He, whom thou call’st thy Sire above, 

Will bend a Judge’s frown on thee.. 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foreion InteLiicence.—By the Cunard steam- 
ship Asia, advices from Liverpool, to the 23d ult., 
have been received. 

There is no important change in the state of af- 
fairs before Sebastopol. The English soldiers are 
represented as much exhausted by the excessive 
labor and watching to which they have been so 

| incessa.tly subjected, though still able to maintain 
| their position. The Russians coutinue to make Ire- 
| quent and desperate sorties, chiefly against the 
French, by whom they are successfully repulsed. 
Preparations for the assault continue on the part 
of the allies. The English have recently erected 
a powerful battery on an eminence north of the 
valley of Inkerman, commanding every house in 
Sebastopol, and being another important step to- 
wards the complete investme:t of the place. The 
Russians, meanwhile, neglect no means to repel 
their attacks. Their defences on the south are 
| represented to be 100 guns stronger than at the 
| commencement of the siege, and it has been ob- 
served that they are arming their ships, probably 
for the purpose of attempting a surprise by sea. 
The rain continues, and the roads are almost 
| impassable. Much sickness prevails in the armies, 
| both of the Russians and the allies. Omar Pacha 


ed by many who are waiting for an occasion to| was to embark for the Crimea in a few days, with 


perform great acts of charity. 


a contingent force of 45,000 men. 
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The ratifications of the triple treaty were ex- 
changed at Vienna, on the 14th ult. Prussia de- | 
clines to join the alliance, but has sent an envoy 
to London to negotiate a special treaty with Eng- 
land and France. 


Encianp.—The Foreign Enlistment bill 
the House of Commons, after a protracted ¢ 
The measure is said to be strongly gpugnant to 
the feelings of the people. Sir ChaildNapier has 
returned to England. 


i 


Cape or Goop Hore.—Fears are entertained of | 
another Kaftir war. The natives beyond the Orange 
river sovereignty, have refused to allow the fur- 
ther trading ot the British with the interior of Af- 
rica. 


Mexico.—Two serious battles have been fought 
between the governmeut troops and the insurgents 
in the State of Guerrero, in both of which the lat- 
ter were routed with great slaughter. 


Cattrornia.—The steamer, Daniel Webster, 
arrived at New Orleans on the 30th ult., bringing 
California dates to the 8th. 


The news from California is unimportant. The 
insurgent chief Castellon, who, at ‘the previous 
accounts from Nicaragua, was a prisoner in his 
own house at Leon, has since been captured. 


Domestic —Concress.—In Senate, on the 2d 
inst., the bill granting bounty lands to the officers 
and soldiers of 1812, was taken up and discussed, 
and a great number of amendments were propos- 
ed and rejected. The bill to amend the Judicial 
system of the United States was made the order ol 
the day for the 4th inst., and the Emigrant Pas- 
senger bill committed to a special committee. On 
the 3d, a communication was received from the 
President, enclosing the correspondence of Major 
General Wool respecting the operations of the 
army upon the Pacific coast. The bill forthe re- 
organization of the army was returned tothe com- 
mittee on military affairs, and a resolution pone 
ed, requesting + the President to furnish a list of 
Charges d’ Affaires, Attachés and Secretaries of 
Legation, appointed since March, 1849, with the 
date of their commissions, &c. A desultory debate 
on the bounty land bill followed. On the 4th, 
Senator Sumner presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Massachusetts, asking for a law imposing 

tax of $250 on every foreigner arriving in the 
seunie . The House bill continuing the California 
land commission for another year, was passed 
The bounty land bill was discussed and several 
amendments were offered. On the 5th,a memorial 
was presente d from the Board of Trade of Boston, 
praying that the Secretary of the Navy beempow- 
ered to send immediately one or more vessels to 
the relief of Dr. Kane. [t was referred to the com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. The Military Academy 
bill was then taken up, the amendments reported 
by the committee on Finance were conc urred in, 
and the bill was passed. The Senate then adjourn- 
to the 9th inst. 


In the House of Representatives, on the 2d, 
the bill to amend the act of Eighth month 4th, 
1854, reducing and graduating the price of the 
public lands to actual settlers, was taken up, and 
after being discussed, was returned to the Commit- | 
tee on Public Lands. A message from the Presi- 
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dent, giving his views respecting the power of 
Congress to engage in internal improvements, was 
| received and read, and a bill preve nting the intro- 
| duction into the United States ot foreign criminals 
| or paupers was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. On the 3d, a bill was passed con- 
tinuing in force for one year the acts tor the adju- 
dic ation of land claims in California. On the 3d, 
the bill to relieve purchasers and locaters of 
swamp and overflowed lands was passed, after a 
long debate on various subjects in Committee of the 
Whole. On the 5th, a memorial was presented 
| from the New York Life Saving Association, and 
oue from all,the Marine Insurance Companies of 
the same city, asking that an expeditic yn be sent 
for the rescue of Commander Kane. They were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. A num- 
ber of private bills were passed on the 6th, and 
the House adjourned to the 9th inst. 


PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE —According to con- 
stitutional provision, both Houses met on the 2d 
inst. 


The Senate assembled at 3 o’clock, and on the 
roll being called, 31 members answered to their 
names. The balloting for Speaker then took place 
with the following result. For Byron D. Hamlin, 
Democrat, 14 ; for John Hendricks, Whig, 13 ; seat- 
tering, 4. There being no choice, two other bal- 
lots were had with a similar result, when the Se- 
nate adjourned. The balloting was continued on 
the 3d with the same result. On the 4th the bal- 
loting was continued. On the 24th ballot the Whigs 
dropped Hendricks and voted for James 8. Skin- 
ner. The vote then stood, for James S. Skinner 
15; Byron D. Hamlin 13; scattering 2. On the 
5th, Wiliiam M. Heister, Democrat, of Berks 
county, was elected Speaker, on the 27th bailot. 
After the administration of the customary oath to 
the Speaker and the new pene the Governor’s 
Message was presented and read, and 6,500 copies 
were ordered to be printed. On the 6th, five mes- 
sages from the Governor were presented, return- 
ing bills passed at the last session, with his objec- 
tions thereto. The Senate then proceeded to the 
election of officers, and George W one rsley, 
of Lancaster (W hig) was elected Chief Clerk, and 
Cyrus P. Miler (Whig) of Lebanon, Sergeant-at- 
Arms. Adjourned. 


The House of Representatives met at 11 o'clock ; 
99 members answered to their names, 
House was organized by the election of Henry K. 
| Strong, of Philadelphia, as Speaker, at the first 
ballot, 76 members voting in his favor, against 21, 


and the 


for all others. The usual oaths or affirmations 
were administered to the Speaker and members, 


| the rules of tue last House adopted, and the hour 


of eleven agreed upon as the thine tor the meetng 
of the House. On the 3d. a bill was read to pre- 
vent the sale of intoxicating liquors on the Sab- 
| bath ; and one to repeal the tavern license laws of 
Philadelphia. On the 4th, several bills were in- 
| troduced, and the House then proceeded to the 
election of Clerk and other officers. A. W. Bene- 
dict was elected Clerk, Sheshbazzer Bentley Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, and John J. Horn Door keeper. 
On the 5th the Message from the Governor was 
received and read, after which the House 
tame to the 9th inst., in order to give the 

peaker an opportunity to prepare the Standing 
| Committees. 
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